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Rainbow Investigator Denies That 
Police Listened To Beard’s Phone Calls 
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Meetings This Week 

By Tina ARey 

The following government bodies plan to Mid meetings m tire 
local area this week. All of the meetings are open u. the publ c Inter¬ 
ested cl tire ns are encouraged to attend. 

The Greenbrier County Airport Authnruy will meet ia regular 
seasion this evening it 1 330 In foe airport bold., g room The atrpotfs 
recent coup m obtaining jet imice for the auimrer So sad from New 
York City will be disctitKd. u will the tiansfre of ihe kaae for the 
airport's gift shop, the mfontfon of a briefing lyuem far plots and a 
report on the resells of ia FAA aanual inspect c« 

The Lcwisburg PUanmg Commit non w .11 boU a public hearing 
at City Hall this irewagbegraiag at 1J0 Dw issue on the agenda is 
a request fa a ccudtooaai use permit by first Nauoual Bank fa Us 
aew drr.e'hnjugb bank on US Route 219 awsh 

The Roaceverx Board of CorsualstiaeminH hold a spec ul meet¬ 
ing on Tuesday a 1 p m. it the firehc are u> «y the levy for the up¬ 
coming fiscal year 

The Lewis9sirg City Council wdl meet Tuesday at 1 JO pm at 
City Hall in regular seuion. Among the nena on the agenda is a re¬ 
port on the search fur a aew location for City Hall. Also.City Admin¬ 
istrator Morse Reese will report on the tlatutof the new rale structure 
for municipal trash pick up and on the opening of the Little League 
season Council will also lay Ihe kvy for ihe yoottjing fiscal year and 
vote on the proposed general fuad and coal reverence budget* 

The Greenbrier County Bored of Education will meet in regular 
session on Tuesday at 7 J0 p m at the boardalfke on Cheslnul Street 

in Lewisburg. The board will vow on two potkie* which have b “ 
«i a JOday comment period. >a Education fin. adviacry pa 

take a first look lithe 1996-97 school eakisiar and isaue the 1996-97 
levy order, among other but me*. 

The West Virginia Legal Services Program i board wdl mem la 
Lewisburg al he Bner to cm Friday hcgianing re I p re 
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Rainbow Investigator De 
Police Listened To Beard 


By Tina Alvey 

On Che stand Friday, the lead in¬ 
vestigator in the Rainbow Murder case 
hotly denied defense counsel's sugges¬ 
tion that police had secretly listened 
in on Jacob Beard's telephone conver¬ 
sations in February of 1993. 

Beard. 49. was convicted in June 
of 1993 of the 1980 double homicide 
known as the Rainbow Murders. Now 
serving a life sentence without the 
possibility of parole. Beard appealed 
the jury's verdict, but the Supreme 
Court did not overturn the conviction. 

The high court did, however, or¬ 
der a hearing on the single issue of 
whether investigators violated the 
terms of an immunity agreement 
Beard signed in 1983 with then-Poca- 
hontas County Prosecutor Steve 
Hunter This is referred to as a Kastigar 
hearing, and the state must prove that 
all of the evidence used to indict and 
convict Beard of the brutal crimes was 
obtained without using any informa¬ 
tion he may have provided. 

Former Stale Police Sgt Robert 
Aikire spent a second day on the stand 

Kastigar hearing on Friday, an¬ 
swering a line of questioning never 
pursued during Beard » three week 
trial 

l*frnac atkeney Stephen Farmer 
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******* **• f*4ice listening u> tele- 
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Beard lived in Crescent City. FL, 
at the time of his arrest in 1993 for the 
murders. 

At issue were telephone calls 
Farmer said Beard made to a woman 
in Winfield. WV; to a Margie Fikc. 
who was not further identified; and to 
his then-attorney. Bob Allen. All of the 
calls were made in February of 1993. 
Farmer said. 

Referring to two names which 
had been written in notes turned over 
to the defense by police. Farmer asked 
Aikire. "Did you monitor a telephone 
conversation between Mr. Beard and 
his attorney. Bob Allen, on February 
13, 1993. in which they discussed 
these people?" 

Aikire, who had earlier in the day 
testified he did not listen in on Beard's 
phone calls, responded hotly. "Once 
again. I have never had the capability 
of monitoring a telephone conversa¬ 
tion." 

Farmer suggested that Aikire. the 
lead investigator in the Rainbow case, 
obtained those names and certain other 
information from listening to the tele¬ 
phone conversations The attorney in 
formed the court that the Alltel Tele¬ 
phone Company, which operates the 
phone system in Pvtca^ias Counts, 
also operates the Crescent City. FL. 
‘phone system 

Farmer also questioned Aikire 
•bout a telephone call Beard made to 
Aikire in February of I99X 
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While Alkire referred to a report 
showing the date of February 20 for 
that call. Farmer produced a copy of 
Beard's phone bill for that time, show¬ 
ing a I 33-minute call to Alkire's num¬ 
ber on February 13. 

“I could have looked at the wrong 
date on the calendar." Alkire offered 
by way of explanation. "I might have 
looked at the wrong Saturday." 

Special Prosecutor Richard 
Lorcnsen objected to the line of ques¬ 
tioning. saying it involved potential 
witnesses who were not. in fact, called 
to testify at Beard's trial. 

Circuit Judge Charles Lobban 
agreed with Lorcnsen. and when 
Parmer continued to press the point, 
the judge said. "Enough argument. I 
tol see the relevancy at this point." 

Lorewcn returned to the issue af¬ 
ter t£e lunch break, asking Alkire on 
rr-direct if he were now convinced 
Beard had actually called him on Fcb- 
ftewy 20 and at no other time. 

Alkjft responded. 'He undoubt- 
called me from another phone 
'***«* to February 13) because I 
*.Mtd t call faun him at least once 
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Auh c conclusion of Alkire's tes- 

timony, Lorcnsen said he was still un¬ 
decided about whether to call former 
Pocahontas County Sheriff Jerry Dale 
to the stand. 

Dale is out of the state on vaca¬ 
tion and was unavailable as a witness 
all week. 

Lorcnsen said he needs to speak 
with Dale before deciding on his sta¬ 
tus as a witness for the state. 

In response. Farmer said, "We do 
not desire to present any evidence un¬ 
less and until the state has completed 
presenting its evidence." 

The first available court date for 
which all principals could be present 
is April 24. 

Farmer objected to Lorcnsen's 
announced intention to talk with 
Alkire after speaking with Dale. Alkire 
is still under potential recall as a wit¬ 
ness for either side. 

Lobban expressed some exas¬ 
peration. asking Farmer. "When docs 
it say you can t talk to your own wit¬ 
ness'* You can certainly talk with Mr 
Beard What * fair is lair ' 
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